
Family living space and kitchen combine offering space, views and lots of light 
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We met with the Conservation 

Architect and discussed the princi-

ples and sketch ideas prior to 

submission and the scheme was 

given support in principle. 

 

The design offered a real enhance-

ment of the Listed Building and 

provides a solution to the family’s  

space requirements.   

 

The existing structure was re-

tained as far as practical and new 

replacement ‘end’ formed in a 

sympathetic way to link the exten-

sion with the original building.   

 

The new bay window and glass 

doors of the casual sitting area 

allow views to the existing pond 

and views out to the south and 

east.   These can now be seen 

from the kitchen.   The terrace 

area was  a necessity as there was 

no outside sitting areas around 

This C17th Grade II listed manor 

house property with C18 Georgian 

brick frontage has very attractive 

features but suffered with various 

‘ad hoc’ extensions built since 

Victorian times which culminated 

in very poorly designed flat roofed 

annexe completed in the 1960s. 

 

The owners of the house recog-

nised major improvements were 

needed when they bought the 

property a few years ago and they 

were willing to invest in their 

home as it suited their require-

ments.   They lived in the house 

while considering how best to 

make adjustments to satisfy their 

needs and enhance the original 

house.   We proposed removal of   

the flat roofed extension and 

secured planning permission and 

listed building consent for demoli-

tion of the north end (rear) of the 

house and a replacement exten-

sion with a new kitchen and utility 

room, study and living space and 

mezzanine area at first floor.    

Manor House, Staplefield 

the property.   The new bay window 

acknowledges the bay, which was a 

very historic addition to the west 

facing front elevation.   The new 

stone plinth picks up the motif of 

stone around the main building. 

 

The north and east elevation relate 

to the service area and ‘working’ 

space.  This side is more utilitarian 

and the scale is more ‘cottage’ in 

style.   The intention has been to 

reflect the change from the more 

formal side to the informal side 

around the extension. 

 

The materials used are traditional 

brick and tile with a Sussex sand-

stone plinth sympathetic to the 

original structure, which has plain 

and ornamental tile hanging to 

upper walls and plain tiled roofs.   

Internally the main oak roof beams 

and supports will be exposed and 

left to relate to the timber framing 

in the original property. 

The kitchen has been re-orientated so 

that it has a better working layout and 

is not in a direct thoroughfare.   The 

laundry and boot room link to the 

kitchen better.   The chimney has 

been retained to serve a new aga as a 

centrepiece.   The family garden room 

and informal dining area form a large 

flexible space with mezzanine gallery 

overlooking the living area incorporat-

ing a guest room with en suite bath-

room. 

 

Externally, two pairs of double doors 

open out from the kitchen to a new 

terrace facing the pond and linked to 

the old well head. 

 

The form and proportion of openings 

are consistent with the original build-

ing and keep the existing quirky con-

struction of lower level stone wall and 

upper level brick wall. 

 

The historic house has been carefully 

restored  with minimal intrusion to 

the timber framed structure and 

previous internal partitioning has 

been removed to expose original 

features.   

 

This  seven bedroom home is now 

appropriate for it’s beautiful setting, 

suits the family  needs and provides 

great views over fields to the rear and 

pond to the side which were not 

available in the original layout. 

BEFORE 

Completion 

The original house was restored 

with care  maintaining the  historic 

integrity of  the property  


